
 1 

Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Pentecost 

27 May 2012 

Preacher 

The Reverend David Warner 

Locum Rector 
Readings:  Ezekiel 37.1-14;  Psalm 104.26-36;  Acts 2.1-21;  John 14.8-17 

 
The spirit of God 

 
In the bible and its many versions, the Holy Spirit is referred to as: 

Holy Ghost 
Spirit 

Spirit of God 
Spirit of the Lord 
Spirit of Christ 
Spirit of Truth 

Comforter 
Counsellor 

Associated with some of these titles are the symbols of breath, wind, dove, finger of God (in the 
book of Exodus) and fire. 
 
In these various titles, the Spirit of God is referred to in the Bible, approximately 515 times - the 
latter three - Spirit of Truth, Comforter and Counsellor are exclusive to the New Testament, 
exclusive to Jesus and exclusive to John. Overall, there are five different aspects of the work of the 
Spirit of God. 
 
1. In creation, He broods over the primeval waters, creates man, garnishes the heavens, sustains 
animal life and renews the face of the earth. 
 
2. In day-to-day human life, He comes upon those whom God selects for special tasks and gives 
them skills, craftsmanship, leadership and physical prowess - meaning valor or gallantry. 
 
3. He inspires the prophets for those occasions of moral decline to speak out against it, calling for 
repentance and re-establishing their relationship with God – the Holy and Righteous one. 
 
4. He works to produce high moral living: a broken and contrite spirit in humans leads to 
righteousness, faithfulness and joy. The psalms are full of the inward searching and the outward 
conduct of a righteous life and onto eternal salvation. 
 
5. He works in both the OT and NT to testify of Christ.  In the OT he foretells of the coming 
Messiah and the NT that Jesus Christ is not only the promised Messiah – he is the ‘King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords’.  It used to be said, “The OT is the NT concealed, the NT is the OT revealed.”  
 
To better understand and appreciate our gospel reading today on the Holy Spirit, I want to retrace 
the conversations Jesus had with his disciples from the time “before the feast of the Passover when 
Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world.” 
 
In that Upper Room, Judas is there but not in unity with all the others as he was preparing to betray 
Jesus for an amount of approx. four months wages. 
 
Jesus washed the disciples feet and afterwards, he became “troubled”  in spirit and said to them all, 
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“one of you will betray me” which started the questioning of one another around the room “who”  
would do a thing like that against the Lord? 
Jesus must have been noticeably “troubled”  for John (13.21) who was there as an eyewitness, used 
the Greek word tarasso which means to be ‘disturbed’ or ‘agitated’. Not a word we would normally 
use or image to fit the description of Jesus. 
 
Judas left and Jesus began to teach certain things that they had difficulty in understanding. 
 
First: he told them he would soon be leaving them.  Peter with his impetuous devotion to Jesus 
rushed in the question, “Lord, why can’t I follow you?” (13.1).  Impetuous, but Jesus knew he had a 
good heart. 
 
Second: he made them an extra-ordinary promise associated with his leaving them - in plain 
English: 
“In my Father's house are many rooms/mansions. I am not lying when I tell you I am going to 
prepare one for you? At the right time, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. And you know the way where I am going.” 
 
  
From what Thomas said, he, and maybe others, if not all of them did not know what Jesus was 
talking about. Thomas sort of expressed the confusion, “Lord, we do not know where you are going, 
how can we know the way!” (14.5) Thomas was not a doubter, he was a practical man! 
 
Third: he then tried to explain a most difficult truth: after he dies and goes to be with the Father, 
the Holy Spirit would replace Him – Jesus calls him the Counsellor and the Spirit of truth - the 
Greek (paracletos) means, "the one who comes alongside". 
 
From what he was saying, little seemed to make practical sense: 
why was he was going away, 
where he was going to, 
how come he was going to prepare a place for them but none could go with him: – and now, 
how can the Holy Spirit replace Jesus. 
 
 
 
Philip seemed to express the lack of understanding among them when he said, (14.8), “Lord, show 
us the Father, and we shall be satisfied” to which Jesus said, “Philip”  … I have been with you all 
this time … “he who has seen me has seen the Father.”  Well, at least one of the disciples was not 
clear that Jesus was the manifestation of the Father in the flesh. 
 
Again, Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit and assures them he will “be with you forever” and will not 
only be a counselor and comforter, he is “the spirit of truth who the world cannot receive because it 
neither sees him or knows him” (14.7). This might be plain enough to understand .............. but then 
he says, (14.21) “he who has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me … and I will 
love him and manifest myself to him”.  
 
That word ‘manifest’ is a very rare word and only used here in this one occasion in the whole bible 
– it means to fully  manifest – to be evident, obvious, apparent and plain.   
 
And so, Judas (not Iscariot), but the other good disciple asks the natural question, “Lord, how is it 
that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the world.” When you are 6' 8" how can you not 
stand out in a crowd? 
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Remembering that John who wrote this gospel was there listening to everything Jesus said, he does 
not record any direct answer from Jesus to this question from Judas but that he said, he had taught 
them many deep and mysterious things “but the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will 
send in my name, will teach you all things … and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you” (14.26) 
 
And then speaking plainly, Jesus says it is to their advantage that he goes away, “for if I do not go 
away, the Counsellor will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, 
he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment …” (16.7-11) 
 
 
That work of convicting “the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” is the crucial 
work of the Holy Spirit and many books have been written, lectures given and sermons preached – 
it is a fascinating and very interesting subject but not for today – another day. 
 
And so we are here today to celebrate Pentecost Sunday and to focus on the descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon the disciples 50 days after easter and what some have coined as “the birth of the 
church”. 
 
In that upper room, before he was betrayed and then crucified, the disciples were confused and 
probably bewildered by what was unfolding before them and the teachings of Jesus about the future. 
Jesus said to them, "I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” 
 
That word “bear”  in its simplest of meaning is to "take up and carry" like a handbag or set of keys 
but in its specific use in the NT (bastazo) it means as Saint Paul wrote to the Galatians (6.17), 
 "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord" and as Saint Matthew (8.17) writes of the Lord himself, 
"he took our infirmities and bore our diseases." 
 
No doubt, whatever confusion/misunderstanding they had in their heads, 
or sorrow they had in their hearts, 
or burdens they were carrying during those finals hours and struggles with their conversations with 
him ...... when the Holy Spirit descended upon them at Pentecost seven weeks later, it was all swept 
away in the fulfillment of the very words Jesus spoke to them "it is to your advantage I go away." 
 
That you and I are here today and with millions around the world celebrating the coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost, means he not only did come as promised, he has witnessed Jesus into our 
hearts and minds, 
equipped us with gifts for ministry 
poured into our hearts love, joy, peace patience, self-control etc; 
put the Word of God at our finger-tips and so on: 
in essence, it means the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples at Pentecost, countless million 
since and us too in our time and he continue to do so in our lives and the lives of our loved-ones, 
even to the unimaginable, those we do not give two hoots about and even into the lives of our 
enemies. 

_____________________________ 


